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joy and happiness in its own royal nest! It becomes
evident that the virtues of the world of nature are mosi
complete in the animal kingdom.

"But look at the condition of the poor man! Now h(
is exiled, again he is sick, then helpless or perhaps 5
prisoner, now he is afflicted with poverty and penury
and then thrown amid dangers. Day and night he is
striving, so that he may gain his livelihood through toil
and turmoil. With your own reason compare the differ-
ence between the life of man and that of the animal
These things demonstrate that the virtues of the worlc
of nature are more apparent in the animal kingdom,

"On the other hand, although man does not seem tc
enjoy a complete share or inexhaustible portion of these
natural bounties, he is, in the Divine World, the center oi
infinite Bestowals, the lamp of the light of Reality, the
shining mirror of the Beauty of God, the manifestor oi
human perfection, the dawning place of celestia
rays and the possessor of the "holy power" which pen-
etrates into and surrounds the essence of all phenomena,

"Man discovers the reality of things, and governing
the world of nature, brings its secrets out of the world oi
the invisible into the realm of existence. Now, like a
bird, he soars through the air and again he swims on the
surface of the ocean; he travels hither and thither, then
dives under the sea with great power. Thus he causes the
revelation of all the laws of nature out of the unseen into
the seen realm.

"For this reason, he is endowed with a higher power to
make use of this knowledge to benefit the world and stimu-
late its progress. This "power" is reserved for man, and
by it he is distinguished from the animal.

"Inasmuch as man is endowed with such a power, he
must become the manifestation of divine civilization, the
dawning-place of the light of reality, the founder of